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lished by leading citizens to prevent the annexation.37
Prince George Karageorgevitch hastened to Russia to beg
help from the Tsar, and was soon followed by Pashitch, the
powerful leader of the pro-Russian Radicals. Milovano-
vitch, the Serbian Premier and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
started on a tour of the European capitals to secure assis-
tance in preventing Aehrenthal from taking sovereign pos-
session of the two provinces, which were regarded as the
very heart of the hoped-for future South Slav Kingdom,
But while Serbian Ministers protested loudly in one
breath against the wicked infraction of the Treaty, in the
next they suggested "autonomy" for Bosnia and Herze-
govina, and "territorial compensations" for their own
Kingdom.38 They urged the partition of the Sanjak between
Serbia and Montenegro. ^This would connect these two Slav
countries by a common boundary and form a barrier against
further penetration by Austria to the South; it was part of
the region through which the projected Danube-Adriatic
railway would run, giving Serbia direct access to the sea,
and cutting off Aehrenthal's projected railway to Salonica
• at right angles. What would the Powers do for Serbia?
And in particular what would Russia, the Protectress of
the Slavs, do?
Izvolski was now in great embarrassment. He feared
that Aehrenthal was about to secure the advantages of Aus-
tria's half of the Buchlau bargain, before he had gotten
French and English consent to Russia's half. Therefore he
did not want the Serbians to stir up trouble until he had the
Straits safely in his pocket. So he told the Serbians to keep
quiet for the moment, and wait for a conference of the
Powers:
37gtanojevitch, 47; for further details, see below, Vol. II, cL ii, "The
Assassination Plot."
38Eeports of Vesnitch from Paris, Oct. 5; of Milovanovitch from
London Oct. 29; and of Pashitch from St. Petersburg Nov. 25, 1908;
Bogitchevitch, 147 ff. (French edition, 1925, p. 171 ff.); GP.. XXVI, 252 ff.

